The people stand, kneel, or sit.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and

become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our

human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and
Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to
your will, a perfect sacrifice
for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this,

all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
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Please stand.
The Ringing of the Bell

The Word of God

Opening Hymn Thy strong word did cleave the darkness
Insert

Celebrant Blessed be God: ® Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
BCP 355



People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
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The Holy Communion

Please stand.

Offertory Hymn
Insert

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

The Great Thanksgiving [Eucharistic Prayer A] BCP 361

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as ap-
pointed.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord  Sanctus

Powell



We commend to you, merciful God, ourselves and those for whom we
pray, through the
crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Confession of Sin and Absolution BCP
360

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, * forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ,

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

All standing.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Collect of the Day BCP
236

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Silence.

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant
us so to hear them, read, mark,

learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life, which

you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever

and ever. Amen.

The people sit.

The Old Testament
Judges 4:1-7
The book of Judges recounts the cycles of human behavior that result from insincere
repentance.



The Israelites fall out of faithfulness into oppression, and when they realize their sin, re-
pent and a savior is sent.

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So
the Lord sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor;
the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then
the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of
iron, and had oppressed the

Israelites cruelly twenty years. At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappi-
doth, was judging Israel. She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between
Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to
her for judgment. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in
Naphtali, and said to him, “The Lord,

the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten
thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. | will draw out Sis-
era, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots
and his troops; and | will give him into your hand.’”

The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

The Response
Psalm 123

read in unison

1 To you | lift up my eyes,
to you enthroned in the heavens.

2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters,
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,

3 So our eyes look to the Lord our God,
until he shows us his mercy.

4 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy,
for we have had more than enough of contempt,

Let us pray for those who, with joy and longing, await the return of the Messiah,
that they may not

grow weary in well-doing, but witness to the immediate and everlasting promise
of our holy Redeemer.

O God, for the sake of Christ, have mercy upon us.

Let us pray for those whose lives are marked by hunger and need, grief and lone-
liness, anger

and strife, discord and uncertainty, that each may be assured of the grace and
mercy of God.

O God, for the sake of Christ, have mercy upon us.

Let us pray for those who suffer affliction of any kind, that God their constant
companion and champion, may grant them healing and hope and life.
O God, for the sake of Christ, have mercy upon us.

Let us pray for those who are prevented from praying with us, the persecuted and
their persecutors,

that each may
of the good
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X ' news of Jesus
Ho - 1y, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and Spond Wlth
mitment.

M
K LN ——=

N>
|

—3 —3—

fH 1 I .
O God, for the &— i e - =] sake of Christ,
N o e e - ® o —————— ————
have mercy might, hea - ven and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - Upon US.
B— R R _ |
Letus pray for =51+ e 4 , ¢ , lourselves, that
the Sp'r't W|” san - mna in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who ready US for

the return of L, N

A S——

— | - our Savior and
King, thatwe ®——— + ., = =1~ [ *» + |+ =« 1> 1 may enjoy for-

7
o L

ever the ex- comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est. hilarating Iife
awaiting the faithful in
heaven.

O God, for the sake of Christ, have mercy upon us.

Let us pray for those who have died.
O God, for the sake of Christ, have mercy upon us.

Celebrant Because you are God, you hear our prayers. Because you are
merciful, you promise to answer.



he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the ¥ resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Celebrant The day of the Lord is soon upon us, a day not of wrath but of sal-
vation. As children of the

light and of the day, let us await the coming of the Lord in prayer on be-
half of the human

family around the world saying, “O God, for the sake of Christ, have
mercy upon us.”

Please stand, kneel, or sit as is comfortable for you.

Let us pray for those who are not ready for the coming of the Lord, for the unbe-
lieving, the skeptical,

the scorners, that they may be brought to faith and rejoice to confess the Name
of the Lord.

O God, for the sake of Christ, have mercy upon us.

Let us pray for those who use their lips and lives to proclaim the good news of
Christ’s return,

that they may persist in their zeal, empowered and emboldened through the gifts
of your Spirit.

O God, for the sake of Christ, have mercy upon us.

5 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich,
and of the derision of the proud.

The Epistle 1 Thessaloni-

ans 5:1-11

The Thessalonians, and we ourselves, are called to live according to God'’s
perspective of creation rather than the temptation to the sleepiness of this world.

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not
need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the
day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is

peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, be-
loved, are not in darkness for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all
children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So
then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith
and love, and for a helmet the hope

of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who

died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. There-
fore encourage one another and build

up each other, as indeed you are doing.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Sequence Hymn
Insert

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding



The Holy Gospel Matthew
25:14-30

Gospeller The Holy = Gospel of our Lord ' Jesus Christ ® according to Mat-
thew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and en-
trusted his property to them; to one he

gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.
Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once
and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one
who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received
the one talent went off and dug a hole

in the ground and hid his master’'s money. After a long time the master of those
slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the
five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you
handed over to me five talents; see, | have made five more talents.” His master
said to him, ‘Well done, good and

trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the

joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying,
‘Master, you handed over to me two

talents; see, | have made two more talents.” His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have

been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into
the joy of your master.” Then the

one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew
that you were a harsh man, reaping

where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so | was
afraid, and | went and hid your talent

in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked
and lazy slave! You knew, did you,

that | reap where | did not sow, and gather where | did not scatter? Then you
ought to have invested my money with

the bankers, and on my return | would have received what was my own with inter-
est. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to
all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;

but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for
this worthless slave, throw him into

the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated.
The Sermon

All standing.

The Nicene Creed
BCP 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;



